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In This Issue... 



For the last issue of the 
Talon we wanted to change a few 
things up. You'll notice the layout 
is a little different, hopefully in a 
good way. The Talon staff has used 
this past year to try new things and 
grow toward a better direction. 

If you've been paying 
attention, you'd know that the 
March issue didn't stay on the 
stands very long. The issue went to 
press prematurely and the editorial 
board missed a few big details. At 
the Talon, we want our best work 
seen, so we pulled the print edition 
and updated the online addition. 

In this issue, we cover 
campus news and sports, with a 
special feature on bottled water. 

The flip side of the Talon is a 
special summer edition. Before we 
can get to the anticipated summer 
we have to survive finals and 
graduation. Read about study tips 
and comfy places to study, as well 
as places for your family to visit while in Kansas City. 

Looking for a summer job or internship? You're not alone! Tips about 
summer jobs and internships may help you in your search. Also, check out 
upcoming summer movies, concerts, and other things to do around Kansas City 
this summer. 

It's been a great year at the Talon. We've had our ups and downs 
but we've survived. Similar to out layout, each way your turn it's just a new 
beginning — this isn't even close to the end for the Talon, but rather only the 
beginning! We can't wait for next year... Have a great summer!! 




Editorial Policy 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by the students 
of Avila University. Opinions expressed are those 
of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the TALON NEWS staff, the Trustees, administration, 
faculty, or staff of the Universitv.The Talon News 
Magazine encourages letters to the editor. These may 
be submitted electronically or in writing and should 
include the writer's name, address, and telephone 
numbers for verification purposes. Letters can be 
mailed to the TALON News Magazine Editor, Avila 
University, 11901 Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO. 

641 45. The Talon reserves the right to edit letters for 
reasons of space, clarity, or inappropriate language. 
Copies of the Talon News Network Operational 
Guidelines may be requested by writing to the above 
referenced address. 
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DrewAmbach 



True Meaning 
of Peace 



answers, the young girl's friend told 
her of an old Japanese tradition. If she 
folded 1000 paper cranes, she would 
be granted one wish. She started to fold 
the cranes with the hope that she could 
get better to run again. She continued 
to fold paper cranes and folded well 
over a thousand in 
a relatively short 
period of time. She 
never gave up, and 
people got a lot of 
encouragement from 
what she was doing. 

She did not make it however, and 
shortly after completing the cranes she 
passed on. The young girl's friends and 
family continued the project and did 
what they could to remember her life. 
Her friends and family felt something 
more had to be done though, to carry 
on her name. They all got together and 
contributed their efforts in order to get 
a golden crane statue to honor those 
affected by the dropping of the atomic 
bomb. Finally, in 1958, the golden 
crane was unveiled in Hiroshima 
and the children affected by World 
War II wrote a message at the bottom 
which read: "This is our cry, this is our 
prayer, peace in the world." Since 
then, the crane has held a special 
place in the hearts of many. The statue 
still stands to this day in Hiroshima 
and we see that it means a lot to the 
world around. The crane then came 
to symbolize peace and tranquility. 

Without the courage and strength 
of the young children of Hiroshima, 
people all over the world would not 
know this story or understand the 
symbolism of the crane. The crane is 
just one of the many peace symbols 
recognized today and remains one 
of the most important symbols. The 



crane is universal because everyone 
who sees the symbol knows what it 
stands for. Whether people are across 
the world, or here at home, they know 
that if they see the crane it means 
peace and that people are looking for 
a better place. To this day, children 
in schools and 
people all over the 
world send paper 
cranes to Japan 
to help the idea 
of peace carry all 
over the world. 
Children who were not even around 
during the start of this help carry on 
its efforts even though they may not 
understand its true meaning. 

Avila University has gotten a lot 
of press for this display and many 
organizations have contacted them 
about bringing their display to the 
public. The KC Star had a local 
feature issue and kansascity.com had 
a video story that showed our paper 
cranes. This shows the importance of 
the cranes. Many people are starting 
to see what it means and how it 
affects people around them. Peace 
is everything that people are looking 
for, and this display shows Avila's 
commitment to peaceful ways. The 
display will stay up for a while and 
can be seen in Foyle Hall. Avila is 
looking to continue on with this and 
we can make a difference, even if we 
are a small school from the Midwest. 

It starts with one and soon others 
follow. It's nice to see people working 
together to accomplish peace for all. 



"This is our cry, 
this is our prayer, peace 
in the world." 



DONATE YOUR OLD SHOES! 
Give yours shoes 
something to smile 

* 'about!^% 

People In Kansas City 
Charities are in need of shoes! 
around town are 



DONATE TODAY! 



If you walked 
through Foyle Hall this 
past month, you may 
have found something on 
display that really defines 
the true meaning of peace. 

One thousand red and 
white paper cranes were 
hanging from the ceiling 
in celebration of Harmony 
month. The Advancement 
Office and Jeremy Li Nig 
took the time to create the 
display and contributed it 
to the school. The cranes 
symbolize peace and 
tranquility, and have for 
sometime now. There is an 
encouraging story behind 
the cranes and it is a very 
encouraging story. It gives 
people hope for a world in 
which peace istheonly way. 

The story of the crane began in 1 943 
in Hiroshima, Japan. A young girl 
was preparing for a race. However, 
she fainted right before the race and it 
was soon discovered that she suffered 
from leukemia as a result of the atomic 
bomb dropped during World War II. 
The young girl couldn't compete in 
the race because of her condition and 
she was heartbroken. Searching for 



trying to fullfil 
this need! 



Locations 

Oreily 
Foyle Hall 
Marian Center 
Whitfield Office 
Maybee Field House Office 
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BenKopp 




Holy Week at 
Nazareth Farm 



No electrical or timing devices, no city living, 
and only three showers — two of which are outdoor 
bucket showers — for an entire week. It was Holy 
Week and Avila University's Spring Break when 
the Campus Ministry team took this challenging 
trip to Nazareth Farm in West Virginia. They 
were expected to stay in the community with 
all volunteers at the farm and run on God's time 
without a worry of what clocks and watches might 
have said. 

For the first three days, the quintet was split into 
workgroups with the rest of the farm's population. 
They went into the community to help paint a 
ceiling, build a front porch, and replace a house 
that had fallen victim to a devastating fire. On 
Thursday, everyone at the farm delivered Easter 
baskets to members of the community and learned 



about their histories. The group had a chance to 
hear first-hand how the economy is crumbling and 
how various companies are finding ways to take 
the natural resources of the area for nearly nothing. 
With a new understanding of what was happening 
in the world, the volunteers of Nazareth Farm went 
to their Good Friday hike and created symbolic 
performances for the Stations of the Cross. This 
ten-mile journey lasted the entire day and drew 
practically everyone closer to one another. By the 
time they left on Saturday morning, in a vehicle 
that was barely large enough to hold the five Avila 
volunteers comfortably, nobody wanted to leave 
the farm. 



SamiAldejwi 





AVILA UNIVERSITY 
ART + DESIGN 
SENIOR EXHIBIT 2008 

Charla Butler 
Emilee Evelver 
Danda Ford 
Caitlin Knoll 
Jessica Zubeck 
Kristen Mobley 
Jon Dunn 
Alison Fieber 



Thornhill Gallery 
May 6 - 8, 2008 
Closing reception 
Thursday May 8, 5-8 pm 

Gallery hours: 

Tuesday - Friday 12-3 
and by appointment 

For more info contact 
marcy Aylward 
816-501-2443 



Thornhillgallery@avila.edu 




Avila University 



SASA comes to 
Avila University 

Check it out... The Saudi Arabian 
Students Association is a new student 
organization on campus. SASA is one 
of 61 61 similar organizations across the 
United States. With seventy students from 
Saudi Arabia at Avila this year, SASA will 
provide a bridge to help students from 
Saudi Arabia assimilate and educational 
programming to introduce Saudi Arabian 
culture to Avila. Membership in SASA is 
open to all Avila students, alumni, faculty, 
and staff. 

The group's mission is to share Saudi 
Arabian tradition, culture, and perception 
within the Avila and Kansas City 
communities and to promote cross-cultural 
communication and understanding 
through various activities under the Avila 
University umbrella. SASA participated 
in Avila's Ethnic Food Festival in March. 
The group also traveled to Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, Kansas to meet 
with the Saudi Arabian attache and 
Ambassador. For additional information, 
contact Sami Aldejwi at aldejwi286399@ 
avila.edu . 



"SASA is one of 61 61 
similar organizations across 
the United States l" 




The Saudi Arabian Students Association 
SASA 

at Avila University 
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Ready, Set, 

Hunt! 

MichelleJacques 

X his year's Easter egg hunt was 
smaller than in previous years. Only 
about 30 kids hunted this year. Dave 
Armstrong, a student advisor and 
Campus Ministry Director, says that it 
is probably due to the hunt being held 
after Easter instead of before or on Easter 
as in the past. That was fine with the 
little ones who did show up. The fewer 
the kids, the more eggs for everyone. 

For the past 4-5 years, Avila's annual 
Easter festivities were geared more 
towards the Montessori students than it 
was toward Avila's students with families. 
In fact, it was just two years ago that they 
started the actual egg hunt as part of the 



Easter celebration. You may be wondering 
who plans this annual event and where the 
money comes from. Campus Ministries is 
responsible for all of the Easter festivities. 
The money 

for the candy, 
eggs, crafts, and 
refreshments 
actually comes 
from student 

activity fees. 

One, two, three, 
and they're off! 

There were eggs 
of all different 
sizes and shapes 
and colors. There 
were even triple 
eggs for a three-in-one deal... three eggs 
attached at the ends like a chain. And 
what was inside? All kinds of goodies 
from chocolate peanut butter cups to 
Lifesavers, from jellybeans to Whoppers, 



and everything in between. 

There were separate fields for the 
smaller tots to ensure everyone had a 
fair chance at finding eggs. 

They were hidden 
in the bushes, in 
the fountains, in 
low tree branches, 
and some were 
even buried under 
the brush. Most of 
the kids attacked 
the obvious eggs 
first, the ones that 
lay out in the lawn 
areas. But some 
little explorers soon 
realized that not 
all those eggs were visible, and they 
began to dig. The others soon followed. 

It was almost like two hunts in one. Just 
when they thought the party was over, 
they realized there was much more to 



be had. 

In addition to the candy-filled eggs, 
there were other activities for the 
children. There was a table with bubbles 
and various bubble blowing wands 
ranging from small to enormous, from 
one bubble to 5 bubbles at a time. There 
were blank "books" for the kids to write 
their own stories or just make a personal 
journal. Some kids made theirs into 
sticker books. Those were in abundance 
too, shiny stickers, fuzzy stickers, letter 
stickers, glittery stickers, stickers of all 
kinds. The kids also got to pick a marker 
to keep. 

The highlight of the event: Peter 
Cottontail himself made a special 
appearance. The kids all gathered 
around and took their turn in front of 
the camera. What a joyous event it was! 
Candy, bubbles, coloring, stickers, the 
Easter Bunny, what else could a kid ask 
for? 




Earth Day Activities 

DaniAsher 

T he Environmental Action 
Committee is sponsoring Avila Earth 
Day on April 22. Visit Whitfield from 
1 0am- 2pm where tables will be set 
up with information about a variety of 
environmental activities on campus. 

At 1 1 am there will be a campus-wide 
effort of planting flowers and picking 



up trash. Everyone is encouraged 
to participate! Locally, there will be 
Earth Day activities at Science City, 
as well as in Shawnee Mission Park. 
Register online at www.earthdaykc.org 
to participate in the KC Earthwalk on 
Saturday, April 21 . 





The Advantage program 
meets my needs as a student, 
#a professional and as an adult 
Irner.The classes are structured 
and designed to promn^id 
instigate learning, anarne 
ictivities in classes are dnvenjay 
the needs of the stu^Mfe" 

Brent Brazell 
Advantage student, 
Organizational Development 



We offer 8-week and weekend intensive so you 
can focus on your degree without giving up 
your life. Call Avila Advantage at 
816-501-3737 or through e-mail at 
Advantage@avila.edu and start 
earning your master's degree 
today! 



Avila University 

Avila Advantage • School of Professional Studies 

With an M.S.in Organizational Development, you will learn 
the strategies to motivate and manage individuals, teams, 
and organizations for effective change. You can be a leader 
in your company whether you are in human resources, 
management, or consulting. You will learn 
successful management practices while earning 
your degree. 



AVILA UNIVERSITY 
11901 Wornall Road 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
www. Avila, edu/ advantage 
816-501-3737 







Americas 

Drive-In 




MARTIN CITY 

RED BRIDGE 
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JosephLalli 



Take Two 




H ave you ever wanted to transform 
your surroundings? You are standing in 
one geographic location, then you walk 
through a door, and instantly you've been 
transported to a location hundreds of 
miles away. That is exactly how it feels to 
walk through the doors of Kansas City's 
well known post-production house "TAKE 
TWO" aka "t2". One second you are 

on the corner 

of Wyandotte, 
enjoying the 
company of a 
dirty sidewalk 
surrounded 
by old brick 
buildings. The 
next second you 
find yourself 
in a brand 
new world. 

Sleek modern 
curves lead 
you through 
wonderful 
architecture, 
accented by a 
well-planned 
color pallet. The 

luxurious furniture tempts you with its 
amazing comfort and truly simplifies the 
task of making yourself at home. 

Nicole Esquibel arranged for her motion 



graphics class to visit T2. Moving her 
class out of Avila's drab and uninspiring 
editing studio was an amazing lift for the 
creative spirits of all who attended the 
trip. The environment was very productive 
and full of creative stimulation. Each 
student agreed that Take Two was the 
kind of company capable of pleasing 
employees and clients alike. 

Buddy Blackman said, "They hid 
nothing from us! What you see is what 
you get, and what you see is pure 
genius. Clients can be confident 
in the service they receive 
and the honesty of the people 
behind it." 

Linda Buchner provided 
a guided tour, taking the 
class through each area 
of post-production. She 
kindly introduced the 
class to many artists. She 
also arranged the viewing 
of multiple advanced 
3D motion graphic 
demonstrations. The class 
met many artists who shared 
valuable information based on 
years of experience. 

Darton Simons was one of these artists 
who really stood out with his ability. 

His advice to the class was, "NEVER 
apologize for your work. You will never 
get it just how you want it, but you must 



always be proud of how you got it." It 
was a perfect piece of advice for students 
just recently introduced to Adobe After 
Effects. It is easy for a beginner to get 
discouraged when working in such 
a technically advanced application. 
Without the humility to say, "okay, it's 
done", you could waste hours trying 
to make it "perfect". All who 
attended the 




tour gained in 

depth understanding of the post- 
production process. 



X here has been a lot of controversy 
regarding voters being asked to consider a 
new smoking ordinance on April 8 that would 
prohibit smoking in enclosed public places, 
including bars and restaurants. For this law to 
be passed, a majority of "yes" votes must be 
cast. 

There are several different arguments 
regarding this law. The major issue is that 
many people feel that passing this law would 
give the government excessive control, when 
smoking is an adult's legal right. This act 
has also been a topic of debate for private 
business owners who feel they should have 
the right to decide whether their establishment 
allows smoking or not. 

Smoking will also be prohibited in 
enclosed public places such as theaters, 
hospitals, offices, banks, and retail stores. 

The ordinance does not regulate smoking in 
places that are not enclosed. Smoking would 
still be allowed in public residences and in 
designated smoking rooms in hotels. Casino 
gambling areas will also be exempt until 
all relevant counties pass a law prohibiting 
smoking. 

The main difference is that the ordinance 
effective March 24 bans smoking in 
concourses at the Truman Sports Complex, 
but allows smoking in bars and would allow 
smoking in a business establishment with a 
liquor license after 9 pm if those under 21 
years of age were not permitted. 

Another facet to this controversy are 



the signs that are displayed around town 
encouraging people to vote "yes" or "no" to 
smoking on question 3. The signs have little 
information and are misleading. People who 
are opposed to smoking will generally vote 
"no" regardless of knowing what the proposed 
ordinance actually stands for. People opposed 
to change will also generally vote "no" as 
well. 

On April 8, the ordinance passed 52% 
in favor of the smoking ban. It prohibits 
smoking in enclosed placed of employment 
and enclosed public places such as theaters, 
hospitals, offices, banks, retail stores, bars and 
restaurants. The ordinance goes into effect 60 
days after passage. 



DaniAsher 

To Smoke 
or 

Not to 
Smoke 
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EmilyHoskins 



Fans Favorite 
TV Shows 
Returned 



F or those who know about March 
Madness, what about April Addiction? 

Fans that have been addicted to the shows 
that have not been aired in months will 
finally get their fix. After a little more 
than 4 months of brutal, agonizing TV 
silence of your favorite show, pencils will 
be sharpened, words will come together, 
scenes will be shot, and your show will 
be revealed! Yes, the writers strike is 
over. What else can one say? Countless 
of America's most favorite TV 
shows will be returning this 
April with their best stuff yet. 
Really, there are too many 
shows returning to mention so 
here are the few that draw the 
most crazed fans. Be prepared, 
for the following are not just a 
list of shows, but a collection 
of masterpieces just waiting 
to be unleashed. NBC has a 
mother-load of shows returning 
such as 30 Rock( April 1 0), ER( 
April 1 0), Law and Order( April 
23), Law and Order: SVU( April 
1 5), My Name Is Earl ( April 3), Scrubs( 
April 10), and The Office( April 10). ABC 
doesn't come far behind with shows like 
Ugly Betty(April 24), Brothers and Sisters( 
April 20), Desperate Housewives( April 
13), Lost( April 24), Private Practice(fall 



2008), and the oh so McPopular Grey's 
Anatomy(April 24). Most of the ABC 
shows returning have four to five episodes 
to air. Fox Network's Bones( April 14) and 
House( April 28) come back to stir it up 
a bit as the CW's Gossip Girl( April 21), 
Supernatural( April 24), Reaper( April 22), 
and One Tree Hi 1 1( April 1 4) come back 
with a bang! CBS has its hands full with 
CSI: NY (April 2), Rules of Engagement 



(April 1 4), and Without a Trace (April 3). 
Most of the shows returning in April will 
have an average of 5 episodes to offer 
their most loyal audiences. Will Derrick 
and Meredith ever be together and happy? 
Will the characters of "Lost" ever be 
found? The answers are coming. To gain 
more information on each shows date and 
exact time, visit their network website. 





BenKopp 

Theatre Gets 
Too HOT! 

Taming of the Shrew. Although it is 
not required for audience members 
to have seen Taming of the Shrew — a 
more modern version of which is 
the movie 10 Things I Hate about 
You (1999) — Warren points out that 
anyone who comes to see the show 
will be more entertained if they see it 
before Kiss Me, Kate. "Kiss Me, Kate is 
unlike any musical we've done," says 
Josh Gleeson, who plays Harry Trevor, 
who plays Baptista. "Between the 
choreography, musical direction, and 
talent on stage, you are in for a non- 
stop musical madness! Whoo!" 

Kiss Me, Kate will be performed in 
Goppert Theatre on April 24, 25, and 
26 at 8:00 PM; and on April 27 at 2:00 
PM. As always, students, faculty, and 
staff of Avila University are given free 
tickets for this show that's sure to be 
"too hot"! 



F ollowing the British humor of 
Black Comedy and the drama of The 
Grapes of Wrath and Marisol, Avila 
University Theatre Company invites 
everyone to Goppert Theatre as they 
end the 2007-2008 Season with Kiss 
Me, Kate. Unlike the other three 
shows of the season, this production 
is a musical. Director Bill Warren 
was available to comment on what 
he finds enjoyable about directing 
a musical as opposed to a play. 
"There's such a variety of things that 
go into a musical. You get to work 
with acting, singing, and dancing; 
and if you look at Shakespeare's 
plays, he even incorporated these 
things into his work." The audience 
may note that a bit of this insight into 
the Elizabethan playwright's work 
may be seen in the show, as this play 
within a play within a musical follows 
a cast both on and off stage during 
their performance of Shakespeare's 
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ErinHooper 

Signs Cause 

Communicatioin 

Barrier 

Have you ever felt the sudden 
urge to pack your bags and take a 
spontaneous trip across seas? Well, 
before you fly off to France you may 
want to think about the customs and 
cultures of other countries. People all 
around the world use hand gestures 
to communicate certain feelings, or to 
overcome the language barrier when 
traveling overseas. However, there can 
be many different meanings for multiple 
hand gestures. For example, something 
as simple as hooking your fingers to 
your belt loops may be defined as 
showing naughty implications in some 
countries. So you want to be careful and 
know your culture surroundings. 

Many people are surprised to hear 
what hand gestures are offensive in 
different countries and which are not. 
The "thumbs up" gesture is widely 
known in the United States as a job 
well done. However, in Latin America, 
West Africa, Greece, Russia, and Italy, 
this gesture is very offensive and means 
"sit on it and swivel". The "thumbs up" 



gesture is considered to be one of the 
biggest insults in the Middle East. 

Another hand gesture is the "A-OK" 
sign. In the United States this sign 
means both persons of the conversation 
have an understanding. In Europe, on 
the other hand, it means you think the 
other person is a 'zero'. Also, in Brazil, 
Germany, and other Mediterranean 
countries, the "A-OK" sign is used 
to call someone an "a-hole" or, by 
extension, a homosexual. Freshman 
Priscilla Borden states, "I went to Brazil 
when I was young and I was told not to 
make certain gestures. When my parents 
told me this I was very confused. I was 
nervous I was going to accidentally do 
something wrong." 

The "V sign", better known as the 
"Peace sign" is a well known sign 
around the world. In the United States 
this sign means victory, or peace 
and love. In Great Britain, Australia, 
Ireland, and New Zealand this sign is 
considered an insult when the outside 
of your hand is facing the target. 

Another hand sign is "The Corna" 
better known as the rock on symbol 
in the United States. This symbol is 
actually a positive sign on Buddhism 
and Hinduism. It is known as the Karma 
Mudra, and is used to dispel evil. 
However, historically this symbol is 
used to tell a man his wife is cheating 
on him. 

It is also important to know the 



different mannerisms different countries 
possess. For example, did you know in 
Argentina it is rude to yawn in public 
and drinks must always be poured 
with the right hand, never the left? In 
Australia men do not express emotions 
and you must always cover your mouth 
when yawning. Another fun fact is that 
by turning you glass upside down and 
placing it squarely on the bar, you are 
saying that you can win a fight against 
anyone at the bar. 

Also, in Spain, it is proper for men to 
cross their legs; however, for women 
crossing your legs is considered 
unfeminine. Men and women always 
shake hands when greeting and eye 
contact may denote romantic interest. 

In the United States, direct eye contact 
is very important. Lines are treated with 
respect and gaps in conversation are 
extremely awkward. As you can see, the 
traditions of mannerism in the United 
States are not exactly comparable to 
most countries around the world. 

However, the most universally 
understood hand gesture in the world 
is the "Middle Finger". This hand 
gesture owes its fame to its age and 
the simplicity of the gesture. There are 
many different stories for the origin of 
the "Middle Finger", going as far back 
as 2500 years, but every one knows 
this gesture as one of the biggest insults 
no matter where you travel. "I never 
thought that the "middle finger" would 



be the universally understood hand 
gesture. I thought the peace sign was 
more popular and less offensive." States 
Banen Chaney. 

With so many conflicting meanings 
for hand gestures, it is not safe to 
assume that you can use hand gestures 
to overcome the language barrier 
when you travel overseas. Some travel 
guidebooks provide brief introductions 
of the cultures and social taboos of the 
respective countries. It would be wise to 
think first before blurting out any hand 
gesture, because after all it is better to 
be safe then sorry. 







JacquelineSharp 

What Does 
It Really Mean? 

T he peace sign is a very 
popular and universal symbol that many 
people use, but most do not know the 
history and entire meaning behind it. 

The peace symbol originated in west 
London in the 1950’s and made its 
first public appearance Easter weekend 
1958. The designer of the sign was 
Gerald Holtman, a professional artist 
and designer. He created the sign for a 
protest in London against a factory in 
the Britain countryside where atomic 
bombs were being built. This was called 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
(CND). After the symbol was introduced 
at this protest, it quickly spread around 
the world to be more commonly know 
as the peace sign. Holtman debated 
using the Christian Cross with a circle 
around it as his symbol for protest, but 
many people were not happy about it. 
There are two types of popular “peace 
signs” and they both have a different 
meaning, which many people do not 
know about. The peace symbol has the 
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meaning of peace, which came about 
during the protests in the 1950’s. The 
other popular peace sign is the one 
that many do with their hands, which 
is a “V.” The history of this sign 
also goes back to the protests of the 
Vietnam War. This began as a “V” 
for victory sign, but the hippies soon 
turned it into a peace sign. There are 
also several other symbols signifying 
peace, but they are not as popular as 
the peace symbol. The dove and the 



olive branch is probably the next most 
popular symbol, because in Judaism 
and Christianity the white dove 
generally symbolizes peace. Other 
signs for peace are the broken rifle, the 
Hebrew word “Shalom”, the Arabic 
“Salaam”, the rainbow peace flag, 
and a white poppy. An interesting fact 
about the peace symbol is that it has 
never been copyrighted. The creator 
of the symbol, Gerald Holtman, did 
not want anyone to have to pay for 



the use of the symbol since it became 
such a universal symbol. There are 
many advertisements, clothing items, 
and commercials that use the symbol 
and there is nothing that the CND 
can do about it. They do ask for large 
corporate users to make a donation 
to their education fund, so they can 
continue informing and educating 
people on peace awareness. 
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SkylarMcKeen 

Avila 

Baseball 



Mid season 
report: Coach 
Howard picks up 
his 200 th win 



o n April 4, 2008 Coach 
Ryan Howard reached a milestone 
in his career as a collegiate baseball 
coach. Coach Howard picked up his 
200th win in a game against Mid- 
America of Nazarene. All 200 wins 
of Coach Howard's career occurred 
while coaching at Avila. The Avila 
team won the game twelve to nine 
at the Mid America field and capped 
off the day by winning both games 
against their conference rivals. 

"Two hundred wins is great, 
but we're not here to win games. 
We're here to win championships," 
said Coach Howard. "I give all the 
credit to my players. They're the ones 
that made it happen." 

The team has had more 
than opposing teams to overcome 
this year. Poor weather led to the 
postponement of their season 
opening game against Northwestern 
and followed them over spring 
break to Arizona, where only three 
games were played during the week. 
Nevertheless, Avila finds itself in 



third place behind Lindenwood 
University and William Jewell 
College with a 19-9 overall record 
and an 11-5 conference record. Brad 
Davidson holds the highest batting 
average at .489 with 37 runs batted 
in, while pitcher Scott Holder leads 
the team with a 3.09 earned run 
average and 29 strikeouts. The team 
resumes conference play on Saturday 
April 12, in Atchison, KS against 
Benedictine College. 




With all the anticipation 
that lead up to the season, they finally 
realize that their hard work is paying 
off. The girls headed to California for 
their spring break tournament where 
they would be playing teams from 
across the United States. With high 
expectations, senior second baseman, 
Ashley Talley, mentioned that she 
expected "a variety of competition 
and to be able to expand the way that 
our team plays together with better 
chemistry". 

Sasha Hughes, a freshman shortstop, 
seemed to agree as she stated that she 
"hopes to come together while being 
out there and to come out with more 
wins." 

With the team heading out for the 
tournament, they were sure looking 
forward to the consistent warmer 
weather. Sasha mentioned "although 
it shouldn't have a part in the way 
that we play, it is nicer and easier to 
play in warmer weather". Many of the 
young women had not yet been to 
California and were looking forward 
to new experiences on this trip. Some 
of the initial thoughts that came to 
mind in a few of the girls were that 
the competition would be better, that 
it would be pretty and warm, with 
beaches and celebrities, and tons of 
entertainment. 

When they finally arrived in 
California, the team saw most of what 
they expected, but was also amazed 



by the different cultural backgrounds 
around the area. The team was able 
to experience a variety of things in 
California. A few visited family, some 
were able to go to Hollywood, a few 
went to the beaches such as Laguna 
and New Port, while others toured 
downtown Los Angeles to walk the 
famous Rodeo drive. However, the trip 
was not all fun and sightseeing. 

The Eagles still had to face the 
reason that they were out there. They 
knew they would face some tough 
competition and had prepared for 
what was ahead. On their first day 
the Eagles walked away with 2 wins 
and one loss, beating Knox and 
Plattsburg from New York and falling 
short to Tufts from Massachusetts. 

The following day the team faced St. 
Catherine's of Minnesota and finished 
with an outstanding win 7- 2 with a 3 
run homerun by Courtney Ryan and 4 
RBIs by Sasha Hughes. In the second 
game, the girls fell short of victory 
by losing to Hamline University of 
Minnesota 0-7. With a record of 3-2, 
the girls had all of the following day to 
rest with no games until Thursday. The 
girls came back strong, beating two 
teams from Minnesota, St. Marys and 
St Catherine's. 

Abby Greer and Tarra Nichols 
both gave a great performance in 
those games. On the final day of the 
tournament, the team knew that the 
last two games against Cal state San 
Marcos and Biola University were 




going to be tough. The first game was 
tough and it seemed as though the 
girls could not get their game together 
as they were plagued by fundamental 
errors. The errors cost them the game 
in a loss of 1 1 -0, and the following 
game against Biola was back and forth 
battle. The girls were not able to hold 
on for the win, losing 9-5. 

Senior pitcher Lacy Porter said she 
wasn't pleased with the tournament 
results and it showed where we 
needed improvement Courtney Ryan, 
sophomore shortstop, also indicated 
she wasn't happy 
with the results, 
although it was a good 
tournament and a 
great experience. 

Ashley Talley said 
that with the variety 
of competition in 
the tournament, we 
played some teams 
that were no match for 
us and played quite a 
few good teams that 
showed where we 
needed improvement. 

But she was somewhat 
disappointed because 
they started off the 
week so well and kind 
of went down hill. She believes they 
are a better team than what we played. 
Overall, the Lady Eagles walked away 
with great competition and a good 
experience. 



AndreaPinson 



Avila 

Softball- 
Off to a 
Great Start! 
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Avila University 
Sweeps HAAC 
Academic 
Awards 

Jeremy Lillig 



Avila University recently 
announced the 2008 A.O. Duer and 
Emil S. Liston Award nominees. Each 
college and university in the Heart of 
America Athletic Conference selects 
one candidate for each award and 
submits it to the NAIA national office for 
consideration for the national award. 

Douglas E. Wendel, an Avila junior 
majoring in secondary education- 
mathematics and member of the Avila 
football team, was selected as the A. O. 
Duer award nominee. 

Ashley L. Townsend, an Avila junior 
majoring in accounting and a member 
of the women's basketball team, was 
selected as the Emil S. Liston award 
nominee. 

The A.O. Duer Award is named in 
honor of the NAIA's former executive 
secretary for his service to the NAIA. 

This award emphasizes the NAIA policy 
of scholarship in athletic programs 
and is presented annually to a junior 
men's and women's student athlete of 
any sport who has a cumulative grade 
point average of at least 3.75 on a 
4.0 scale and is a member of a NAIA 
intercollegiate athletic team. 

The Emil S. Liston Award is named in 
honor of Emil Liston who was the prime 
mover behind the NAIA's basketball 
tournament. This award 
is presented annually to a junior men's 
and women's basketball player who 
has shown athletic and scholastic 
achievement. Nominees must have a 
cumulative grade point average of at 
least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale. 




Doug Wendel 



Orrick 
Standout 
Earns National 
Honors 



Ashley Townsend, former Orrick 
High School graduate, earned NAIA 
Third-Team All American and NAIA 
Academic All-American basketball 
honors for her standout season at Avila 
University. Townsend, a 6'0" junior 
forward averaged 19.19 points and 8.38 
rebounds for the Eagles. Townsend had 
already earned Heart of America Athletic 
Conference Player of the Week honors 
twice this season, surpassed the 1,000 
point career mark, and was named 
First-Team All Conference. Her efforts 
led the team to a 4 th place finish, in the 
competitive Heart of America. 

Avila University competes at the NAIA, 
Division II level and is a private, co- 
educational, values-based liberal arts 
institution founded by the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Carondelet in 1916 and 



is located at 1 1 9th and Wornall Road 
in southwest suburban Kansas City, 
Missouri. 




Ashley Townsend 



NFL Tryout 

ChaddRivera 




at started out as a joke to some 
soon turned into reality. "I got a call on 
April Fools day saying I had workout with 
the Chiefs, I thought I was a joke", said 
former Avila Eagle standout free safety 
Nick Saviano. Saviano, as well as wide 
receiver Janos Serfozo and defensive end 
Landon Ellis were all contacted by the 
chiefs to tryout for the team last Friday, 
April 1 1th. "We all did well, I think we 
did the best during the individual drills", 
said Serfozo, "I just wish that they gave 
us a little more time to prepare for the 
tryout". 

While these three Avila football players 
got a call this year, there have been some 
Avila players who have tried out in the 
past. Michael Pearl, Jake Pinson and 
Massimo Scaccia, to name a few, all had 
tryouts, each coming up short. Scaccia, 
a kicker for the Eagles from 2000-2004 



may have been the closest to making the 
Chiefs, only falling one roster spot short 
to another kicker. 

As for these group of Avila Eagles to 
tryout the future only knows what 
opportunities may appear for them. Even 
if they don't make the team they are 
still a part of the rare few that have the 
chance to tryout. Congratulations Eagles 
and good luck. 




Sports Rehab 



Do You Want to Work With Athletes? 

Logon’s Department of Sports & Rehabilitation is designed to assist students in the 
management of injuries & assist in the treatment of patients in o clinical setting, 

Master’s Degree in Sports Science & Rehabilitation 

► Unique Dual-Degree M.S./D.C. & Independent Graduate Degree Formats 

► Develop Skills in the Assessment, Treatment, Conditioning & Injury 
Management of Athletes 

► Work with Professional, Collegiate & High School Sports Teams 

► Leam from Experts in Sports Medicine 

► Treat patients in the state-of-the-art BIOFREEZE® Sports & Rehabilitation Center 

If you are looking for a career in healthcare offering tremendous 
personal satisfaction, professional success and an income commensurate 
with your professional position, contact Logan University today! 



LOGAN 

UNIX’ERSITY PROGRAMS 
COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC 




www.logan.edu 



1 - 800 - 533-9210 

loganadm@logan.edu 
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Old People Shouldn’t Drive 



EmilyHoskins 

Old people shouldn't be allowed 
to drive. I'm not really sure what the 
cut off age should be, but if it gets too 
hard to see the car in front of you, or you 
can't remember the updated rules of the 
road, then hand those keys over. Some 
might think I'm being a little excessive 
by stating the fact that they shouldn't be 
allowed to drive at ALL, and I know its 
a little harsh and constricting. But I'm 
becoming very tired of getting stuck 
behind them as they slowly progress 
down the road going 1 2mph in a 55mph 
zone. It's also a little time consuming 
when I have to wait about 3 years for 
them to make a left turn for which they 
never put their blinker on. Staying on the 
blinker subject, someone needs to teach 
them how to turn it off as well because 
it can be a little confusing when they are 
supposedly turning left for seven blocks! 
Oh, but they never turn, do they? No. 
It takes too much strength that they 
don't, and will never again, possess. 
So I was in my friends' car and we were 
stopped at a stop sign with an elderly 



woman was behind us. We inched 
forward to prepare to enter the road 
of our choice but had to stop because 
traffic had not cleared. The women 
behind us hit the back of the car. It's not 
like we floored it and slammed on our 
brakes. ..we INCHED forward and gently 
came to a halt. I really just want to know 
her thought process for the situation. 
Elderly woman, "oh 
I'll just use their car to 
stop my own because 
my brakes are out." 

Old people driving 
isn't just annoying, it's 
dangerous. . .not only 
for them, but also for 
the rest of us out on 
the road. I mean, an 
81 year old woman 
who can barely reach 
the gas peddle, has horrible vision, 
wears those huge black sunglasses and 
is attempting to enter the highway is just 
a recipe for disaster. That combination 
is more dangerous than letting Michael 



Jackson baby-sit your little kids. Their 
quality of driving is almost equivalent 
to someone under the influence of 
marijuana, alcohol, or four tablespoons 
of Vicks NyQuil. And what's with the 
handicap sign in their car? Just because 
they have one, they should get the better 
parking spot? NO! I think parking spots 
should be filled on afirstcome, first serve 
basis or call ahead 
and reserve. When 
it comes down to it, 
these people have 
a hard enough time 
walking. Why should 
they be allowed to 
drive? Let me just 
say that this rant is 
not meant to offend 
anyone in any way, 
shape, or form, and 
those who read it should keep in mind that 
I am simply joking and I am, of course, 
blowing things way out of proportion. 




It Must be 4:20 Somewhere 

JavierKelty 



A c 



Wpri I is generally known 
as the month of peace, when people 
acknowledge the importance of working 
together and protecting the environment. 
There is even a week dedicated to 
helping the planet, but in the midst of 
all of these earthly events lies one of 
the most infamous dates of the whole 
year- April 20. The date Adolf Hitler 
(the world's most hated man) was born 
and the anniversary of 
the Columbine High 
School shootings are the 
more negative reasons 
behind this day being so 
notorious. However, if 
one is to visit a college 
campus and ask what 
this day means to the 
students they will most 
likely recognize it as 
the "national holiday" 
for consumers of marijuana. 4/20, as 
regular users call it, is the day where pot 
smokers engage in mass consumption. 

There are many speculated reasons 
behind the origins of 4/20. Some 
people say it stems from the fact that 
there are 420 ingredients in THC (the 
hallucinogenic chemical in marijuana), 
others say it is police code for marijuana, 
but both of these myths have been 
dismissed in more recent years. It turns 
out that there are 315-360 ingredients in 
THC (depending on the potency of the 



Louis Pasteur. 



plant) and there is no police code for 
marijuana, which leaves most to believe 
that the term, sometimes used as a code 
to flag other users, is related to the time 
of day most people smoke marijuana. 

Several high school kids from San 
Rafael, California, who cal led themselves 
"The Waldos," started the tradition of 
smoking at 4:20 p.m. near a statue of 
The group used "420 
Louis!" as their salute 
and to refer to the drug 
around non-smokers, 
but the term wasn't 
popularized until it was 
mysteriously brought to 
the attention of the Dead 
Heads twenty years later. 
High Times, a magazine 
known for its support of 
legalizing marijuana, 
first gained knowledge 
of the term in 1990 after 
a flyer from a Grateful Dead concert 
appeared at their offices. It told the 
story of the high school kids and pointed 
out the importance of the day in the 
cannabis community. This turned 4/20 
into an annual event for grass smokers. 

These days, reports of "weed-smoking" 
gatherings on April 20 are expected. 
Naturally, college campuses tend to be 
general locations for these meetings to 
take place. Cities like Boston, MA and 
Boulder, CO have the biggest problems 
with this, being the homes for several 




colleges and universities. However, 
the University of Colorado in Boulder 
doesn't really treat it like a problem. 

"You can probably see the smoke as soon 
as you see the field... Everybody goes to 
Ferrand Field and smokes and the cops 
don't do anything," revealed Janet Kelty, a 
sophomore atthe University ofColorado- 
Boulder. She added that although she 
doesn't smoke marijuana and has never 
attended the event, "I want to go just to 
see people act stupid. ..it's pretty funny." 

With a local ordinance that allows 
citizens to carry up to an ounce of 
marijuana without legal repercussions, 
police can only wait until someone 
does something stupid and illegal. 

While some people might view being 
known as a party school as a stigma, the 
high level of prestige at the University 
of Colorado-Boulder outweighs it. "We 
have a bad reputation as far as that goes, 
but we're still a good school, "Janet added. 

The event has gotten bigger every year 
despite being advertised only by word of 
mouth. Theeventwill surely bebiggerthis 
year since there is a Facebook page for it. 
Smaller schools like Avila won't 
see as much action. The school is 
spending more effort in recycling 
projects to recognize Earth week. 



VALUE VENT 

Do We Want to Grow? 
BenKopp 

G rowth of the whole person can 
be both perceived and handled in a 
variety of ways, and perhaps this is why 
I have only integrated the issue into 
other topics up to now. Anyway, the 
one rule to remember regardless of your 
perception or way of helping someone 
grow is that it cannot be directly forced 
without a form of the person's consent. 

It is possible — although the morality 
may be questionable depending on 
circumstances — to cajole, trick, and 
otherwise manipulate a person's level of 
participation and interest in a specific 
area to influence their growth, but 
methods involving these tactics are used 
so the individual wants growth. This 
idea leads us to the need for creating 
self-motivation in the hearts and minds 
of more than the students, but in every 
member of the Avila community. 

In many ways, the growth of the whole 
person at Avila ties into school spirit, but 
the connection can — at times — seem 
overplayed and overemphasized. There 
are organizations, activities, contests, 
and opportunities for volunteer work; 
but how often do we find ourselves 
making each of these things a part 
of both Avila and ourselves? Who is 
shouting at their events to say it is one 
of the great Avila University events? 

On the other hand, how many people 
claim an event to either themselves or 
their group while adding the quick fact 
that everyone in charge is simply "from 
Avila"? Perhaps it is only a small point to 
make, but maybe there is an extra lesson 
here in what aids the self-motivation that 
leads to the growth of the whole person. 
Perhaps finding and/or making a reason 
to be more connected to Avila and have 
more school spirit is just what we need. 



TALON NEWS MAGAZINE 2008.4 *| *| 






CAMPUS | A&E | FEAXURE I SPORTS | POLITICS! COMMENTARY | COMICS 



Stay Hydrated 

JanosSerfozo 



Summer is rapidly approaching and it 
is important to keep hydrated. While 
there are many ways to stay hydrated 
such as drinking milk, coffee, tea, 
and other liquids, the best and most 
effective way of staying hydrated is to 
drink water. One might ask why water 
is so important. According to Phil 
Lempert, "Today Show" Food Editor, 
"Most adults lose about 1 0 cups of 
water every day through normal body 
functions, including perspiration and 
breathing. To keep our bodies working 
properly, we need to replace the water 
that we lose. 

*Adults need around 8-12 cups of 
water per day, depending on activity 
level. 

*lf you are participating in strenuous 
activities, try replenishing fluid loss 
with sports drinks. These are frequently 
marketed as power drinks and can 
be beneficial, especially if you are 
exercising in hot, humid conditions. 
The simple carbohydrate in the drinks, 
glucose, is a good energy source for 
muscles. Many of the sport drinks also 
contain essential minerals. 

*Whatever you choose, become 
a good label reader. Serving sizes, 
calories and the amount of sugar 
added can vary greatly. Keep in mind 
that drinks with caffeine and alcohol 
can act as a diuretic and increase fluid 
loss." 

With that said, one can agree that 
water is essential to our health. With 
many companies offering you, the 
consumer, so many options on bottled 
water, how does one know which 
is best? One cannot just say that a 
certain bottled water is better than 
another. You, as the consumer, must 
research where your bottled water 
comes from. According to Lepert, 

"It is estimated that about 25 percent 
of the bottled waters consumed in 



the U.S. come from municipal water 
supplies. Most goes through significant 
processing such as reverse osmosis, 
deionization, activated carbon 
filtration and other treatments. Read 
the label carefully. If it is packaged as 
"purified" or "drinking water," chances 
are it came from a municipal water 
supply, and unless the water has been 
"substantially" altered, it must state on 
the label that the water comes from 
a municipal source." So read your 
labels, people. 

Now to the part where many people 
are uneducated in, the different 
types (not brands) of water. 

The International Bottled Water 
Association (IBWA) website states: 

"The 'FDA has established 
a bottled water Standard of 
Identity to define the several 
different types of bottled 
water based on specific 
characteristics of the product. 
Bottled water products meeting 
the Standard of Identity may 
be labeled as bottled water or 
drinking water, or one or more 
of the following terms: 

Spring Water - Bottled water 
derived from an underground 
formation from which water 
flows naturally to the surface 
of the earth. Spring water must 
be collected only at the spring 
or through a borehole tapping 
the underground formation 
feeding the spring. Spring 
water collected with the use of 
an external force must be from 
the same underground stratum 
as the spring and must have all 
the physical properties before 
treatment, and be of the same 
composition and quality as the 
water that flows naturally to 
the surface of the earth. 

Purified Water - Water 
that has been produced by 
distillation, deionization, 
reverse osmosis or other 
suitable processes while 
meeting the definition of 
purified water in the United 
States Pharmacopoeia 
may be labeled as purified 
bottled water. Other suitable 
product names for bottled 
water treated by one of 
the above processes may 
include "distilled water" if it 
is produced by distillation, 
"deionized water" if it is 



produced by deionization 
or "reverse osmosis water" 
if the process used is reverse 

osmosis. Alternatively, " 

drinking water" can be used 
with the blank being filled 
in with one of the terms 
defined in this paragraph (e.g., 
"purified drinking water" or 
"distilled drinking water"). 

Mineral Water - Bottled 
water containing not less 
than 250 parts per million 
total dissolved solids may 
be labeled as mineral water. 








Mineral water is distinguished 
from other types of bottled 
water by its constant level and 
relative proportions of mineral 
and trace elements at the point 
of emergence from the source. 

No minerals can be added to 
this product. 

Sparkling Bottled Water - 
Water, that after treatment, 
and possible replacement 
with carbon dioxide, contains 
the same amount of carbon 
dioxide that it had as it 
emerged from the source. 

Sparkling bottled waters 
may be labeled as "sparkling 
drinking water," "sparkling 
mineral water," "sparkling 
spring water," etc. 

Artesian Water/Artesian Well 
Water - Bottled water from 
a well that taps a confined 
aquifer (a water-bearing 
underground layer of rock or 
sand) in which the water level 
stands at some height above 
the top of the aquifer. 

Well Water - Bottled water 
from a hole bored, drilled or 
otherwise constructed in the 
ground, which taps the water 
aquifer." 

Within all these types of waters, there 
may be several different 'brands' of 
water. As Lempert mentioned, become 
a good label reader and decide for 
yourself. But if you are one of those 
people who need to know what is the 
best seller, here it is: "Pepsi's Aquafina 
is now the best-selling water brand in 
the U.S., while Coke's Dasani ranks 
second. European giant Nestle has 
the biggest share of the bottled water 
market with a number of brands, such 
as Perrier, Poland Spring and Deer 
Park." said "Today Show's" Lempert. 
And P.S. . .for those of you who are 
anti-tap water; "Many municipal water 
supplies boast water that is as tasty 
and pure as the most expensive bottled 
varieties. By law, municipal water 
suppliers must provide customers 
a chemical analysis of their water 
composition. If you haven't received 
yours, contact your local water supply. 
(Many now post their analysis on their 
Web sites.)" 
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Go Green 

KayleWalker 



The biggest growth in bottled 
beverages isn't beer or soft drinks or juices. 
It's tasteless, colorless and sugarless water. 

Only about 12 percent of "custom" 
plastic bottles, a category dominated by 
water, were recycled in 2003, according to 
industry consultant R.W. Beck, Inc. That's 
40 million bottles a day that went into 
the trash or became litter. In contrast, the 
recycling rate for plastic soft drink bottles is 
around 30 percent. 

It's not surprising that most people are 
not recycling bottled water. Typically when 
someone consumes water in a bottle they 
are away from home and it makes it more 
difficult to recycle the bottle. 

So what can we do? Fight the urge to trash 
your bottle of water. It's obvious we need 
to bottle on the go, so saving the bottle and 
refilling will not only save you a few bucks, 
but will also help the environment. 

If you still love that bottled watered taste 
and refuse to drink tap water, don't fret. 
Place a purifying unit on your tap water 
sink or buy a purifying pitcher. The pitcher 
even goes in your fridge so you can have 
ice-cold water. If it still not the same, buy 
your favorite bottled water in a large jug, it's 
still plastic but it will be easier to recycle 
from your home. 

Some companies are also doing their 
best to help the effort. A Colorado 
company called Biota says it might have 
a way around the deposit controversy: a 
biodegradable bottle. All of Biota's water 
bottles are made out of the biodegradable 
plastic, which comes from corn starch in 
a process developed by the seed company 
Cargill and Dow Chemical. 

Biota says that while traditional plastic 
bottles can take 1 ,000 years to degrade 
in a landfill, its bottles can biodegrade 
within 80 days in a commercial composting 
operation. 

Biota is just getting off the ground, selling 
to a few health food stores in California, 
Colorado and Nevada. But it plans to 
expand, and even sell via the Internet 
(msnbc.com). 




KU National 
Champs: 
Enough Said 

EmilyHoskins 





[Flip for more...] 



Cough cough Memphis 
choked, cough cough. Six seconds, 
five, four, Mario Chalmers launches 
a three to tie the game, and he hits it! 
With three seconds to go in the game 
Mario saves the crimson and blue from 
ultimate elimination. Yes, it has been a 
solid twenty years since Danny Manning 
and the Miracles celebrated in 1 988 for 
snatching up their national title. But 
now it is time for the 2008 Jayhawks 
to rise up and claim their prize. For it 
was they, who rose up to play the best, 
to be the best and defeat the greatly 
publicized Memphis Tigers. What a 
night, what a game, what a passionate 
ending. 

Every year a KU fan has been 
thirsty for a national championship 
and has been unable to quench their 
craving. But the time has come. On 
April 7, 2008 at approximately 1 0:45pm 
it was official that the Jayhawks defeated 
the Tigers 75 to 68. It was a long, hard- 
fought game in which both teams were 
exhausted in the closing minutes of the 
seventh all time overtime game in NCAA 
Championship history. 

As a KU fan myself, nothing can 
quite explain the feeling that comes with 
this great triumph. For twenty years I 
have been waiting and waiting for our 
Hawks to show us what we knew they 
could be. Well, they did it. Without 
fail they were flawless in a way that can 



never be clarified. So when there were 
75,000 fans overflowing Massachusetts 
Street after they won the Championship, 
don't let it surprise you. Students 
climbing up light poles, highfiving 
police officers, and just having a good 
old time, rain or shine. For KU's whole 
fan base was oh so thirsty and relieved 
for the awaited victory that they had no 
choice but to let loose and go a little 
crazy. So we proved them wrong. The 
analysts, the press, everyone. Fine, 
don't show any KU clips during the 
tournament, we don't care. We'll 
just beat the crap out of everyone in 
the tournament so they are forced to 
recognize and identify us as the best 
team in the United States. So congrats 
to the 2008 Kansas Jayhawks, and their 
more than amazing season. 
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Understanding Eating Disorders 

Welness Center, 722 Hodes 
7:30p.m. - 8:30p.m. 

Facilitator: Melissa Johansen B.A. 
This group is designed to inform students on eating disorders. 

For more information, contact: 
Rolita West, Rolita.West@avila.edu or 81 6-501 -3678 
/or Melissa Johansen atjohansenm158482@avila.edu 




Avila Earth Day 

Whitfield ( meet in front lobby ) 

10 a. m. - 2 p.m. 

At 1 1 a.m. we will be planting flowers and picking up trash around campus (weather permitting). 

“Lighten Up” Celebration the 22nd - 23rd 

A wise and witty celebration of faith and family 

6:47 p.m. Sharp! 

St. Thomas More Church, Kansas City, MO 
Featuring Doug Brummel and his cast of characters 




Honor’s Banquet 

6:30 p.m. 

Marian Center Dining Hall 

Academic Recognition 
and Honors Ceremony 

5:00 p.m. 

Maybee Fieldhouse 



Kiss Me Kate 24th - 26th 8 p.m. 27th 2 p.m. 

Free Workshop 
on Visioning Your Future 

Whitfield 

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Explore your values, interests, and dreams 
Discover the potential within you 
Experience a creative art therapy process 

Provided by Avila University's Graduate Counseling and Art Therapy Program. 
For more information and to reserve your seat contact: 

Laura Aube, L.P.C., A.T.R.-BC 

laura.aube@avila.edu 

(81 6)-501 -3792 

www.a vi la .ed u/g rad psych 

APRIL 




DE-STRESS YOURSELF 

1 1:30a. m.-l :00p.m. 

Outside the Dining Hall in Marian Centre 
Enjoy some fun de-stressing activities and recieve 
information on ways to decrease stress 
especially during finals week! 
Presented by the Wellness Center: Carol Frevert, RN, 
Director of Health Services 
and Jennifer Forman-Wright, Clinical Counselor. 
Part of Happy Hour: Thirsting for Knowledge 




Default Prevention Trivia Contest 

Thedrawing for the next Default Prevention Trivia Contest 
Stop by the Financial Aid Office and answer 
the current question before the 30th. 
The prizes will be $50.00 QuikTrip cards for 
each of the fifteen names that are drawn. 



FINALS 

WEEK 

May 5-10 
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[Flip for more...] 



Spring Break Blues 





As a low-income, single mom, 
every year at tax time I get a hefty return; 
and every year it goes to pay bills and past 
due accounts. Not this year. This year I 
decided to take my kids on their first ever 
family vacation. Destination: Orlando, 
Florida. Because my kids aren't really into 
Disney characters, we planned our trip 
around Universal Studios, Sea World, and 
the new water park, Aquatica. 

I booked the trip through Travelocity. I chose 
a cheaper hotel knowing we wouldn't be 
spending much time in our room. I wanted to 
have more money to spend on the vacation. 
Booked in February, spring vacation seemed 
an eternity away but finally, the day came. 
We packed our bags and headed for KCI. I 
parked at the Parking Spot because I had a 
coupon. I do not recommend this place to 
anyone. My mother has used it several times 
without a problem. So I figured it must be 
okay. When we arrived, the lot was full and 
I had to valet park; meaning I had to leave 
my key under the wiper for someone to park 
it later. I was skeptical, but had to catch a 
flight. Upon my return, to my horror, there 
were broken beer bottle pieces on the inside 
of my car and the actual bottle on the ground 
under my car. I later noticed a huge dent in 
the side under the door. My gas gauge was 
significantly lower than when I had left it, 
and the alignment was off. They accept no 
liability so I was just out of luck; and after 
the vacation we had just had, I was just so 
tired of being mad that I thought, "Whatever." 
We arrived in sunny Orlando on Thursday 
afternoon, rented our car, and went 
directly to the hotel — Days Inn on North 
International Drive across from Wet-n-Wild. 
The room was not great, but it was decent. 
We decided to head to the pool. The water 
was so cold, the kids couldn't swim. So, we 
decided to check out the game room. 

First choice, air hockey. To our dismay, 
when we put in the money, no 
puck came out. We took a shot 
at the pinball game. One of 
the levers was stuck on that 
game. Another game we tried also 
didn't work. By this time I was not 



MichelleJacques 



happy, but decided it was all right because 
we'd be spending the next 5 days at various 
attractions and wouldn't have time to swim 
or play games. We headed back to our room 
to watch some TV. Everyone was thirsty so 
I headed to the soda and ice machines. The 
ice machine was out of ice, strike three for 
this hotel. The first pop machine wouldn't 
take my dollar so I went back to the room for 
some change. Then the pop machine took 
my change and gave me no soda. So I tried 
the next pop machine. It was unplugged. So 
at last, I tried the final pop machine. It ate 
my money too and gave me no pop. I was so 
furious by this time that I called Travelocity 
and cancelled the rest of my stay there. I 
would have to wait up to two weeks for my 
refund. I booked another hotel, this time a 



"l was told 
the hotel was 
booked but my 
children and / 
could sleep in 
the lobby. " 



Super 8. The rooms looked clean on their 
Website and they claimed to take pride in 
the cleanliness of their hotel. I booked it for 
another $324, taking away from our vacation 
fund. 

The next evening when we were done at 
Universal's Islands of Adventure, we headed 
to our new hotel, anticipating a better 
evening than the previous one. I picked up 
the room phone to call the front desk and 
a tiny cockroach crawled onto the table. I 
killed it without thinking twice. We unpacked 
our things and went to dinner. When we 
returned, my son lay down in one of the 
beds. A few moments later, he was smacking 
himself saying there was a bug on him. It was 
another cockroach. I was disgusted. I picked 
up my purse to get my phone and two roaches 
crawled out from under it. I screamed this 
time and jumped back. I went to the front 
office to tell them my room was infested 
with cockroaches. I was told the hotel was 
booked but my children and I could sleep in 
the lobby. Were they serious? Unbelievable! 

I went back to my room and again picked up 
my purse to call Travelocity to change rooms. 
Three more roaches. This place was swarming 
with cockroaches! I shook out our stuff, 
packed our bags, loaded the car, and went in 
to make an online reservation through hotels, 
com, 20 minutes north of Orlando. Another 



$250 gone. Now we were completely 
out of money and stuck in Orlando. I was 
wondering how I was going to feed my 
kids at this point. I transferred all I had from 
savings, only $200 into my checking account 
and called my mom for a loan. With that I 
was still able to get us into Sea World and 
Aquatica, and we were able to eat at fast food 
restaurants like Burger King and McDonald's. 
The next day I spent on the phone going back 
and forth with Travelocity and Super 8. Super 
8 did not want to accept any calls about 
refunding my money and by the fourth time 
Travelocity called them, they began hanging 
up on the representative. I had to finally go 
to the hotel myself and talk to the owner. He 
acted like nothing was wrong and tried to 
tell me it had already been taken care of. He 
was lying. I called Travelocity right then and 
there. Nothing had been done. I put him on 
the phone with them to authorize my refund. 
He actually charged me for the hour that we 
spent killing cockroaches in that room! But he 
lied to me and told me the reason the refund 
receipt I signed showed a lower amount 
that what I paid was because Travelocity 
had charged me a fee and I would have to 
go through them to get that portion back. Of 
course, this was untrue, and I still have not 
recovered that $80. 1 can't believe they charge 
people $80 to kill cockroaches for an hour. I 
thought I was booking a hotel — my mistake. 
We had a great time at Universal Studios 
and Universal Islands of Adventure. Aquatica 
was as amazing as the ads made it sound. 
The rental car was nice and the third hotel 
was awesome. Sea World was not very 
impressive. If you enjoy standing in line for 
three hours to feed a fish to a dolphin, then 
this is the place for you. The Shamu Rocks 
show was spectacular, but not worth the price 
of admission to Sea World. My advice: If you 
go to Sea World, book the VIP tour to make 
sure you get to do everything you want to do. 
Aside from finding my car in the shape 
it was in upon my return, I was glad to be 
home. I won't say I will not visit Florida 
again, but I won't use Travelocity and I will 
pay more next time for a nicer hotel. Also, 

I might just bring a little more money and 
anticipate problems. I suggest anyone do the 
same when traveling somewhere and avoid 
staying at a hotel they have not inspected yet. 
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Think fast - 
think FedEx. 



4 % 




FedEx© Ground. Thinking about some fast 
cash and help with college? Join the 
fast-paced FedEx Ground team as a 
part-time Package Handler. You'll work 
up a sweat. And in return, get a weekly 
paycheck, tuition assistance and more. 



P/T Package Handlers 



Our Location: 

8000 Cole Parkway 
Shawnee KS 66227 



Qualifications: 

* 18 years or older 

* Ability to load, unload, sort packages 



Current Shifts we are hiring for: 

AM. Shift: 10:00am - 2:00pm ( Seasonal ) 

DAY: 2:00pm - 6:00pm 

TWI: 7:00pm -11:00pm 

NIT: 11 :30pm -3:30am 

SUN: 4:00am -8:00am 

PRE: 3:00am - 7:30am 



* Part-time, 5-day work week 

* $1 0-1 1/hr to start, scheduled raises 



FedEx Ground is an equal opp>ortunity/5ffirmative 
action employer lM/F/DvVs, committed to diversifying 
il r n wurkfurue. 



Want to complete an 
application? Call us! 




(913) 441-7580 


Fed ix. 

Ground 



The Bold & the Beautiful 

MichelleMichalski 



Y ou won't miss the new trends this 
year... bright colors and bold prints are 
larger than ever! This spring's fashion 
is heading back to the 70's. It seems 
like the world of fashion keeps going 
in circles. This past fall we took a trip 
back to the 80's and now we're ready 
for the free spirited Retro look. Maybe 
it's the war we are in right now that 
inspired the reincarnation of the peace 
sign. What you can bet on though, is 
to see Peace everywhere, and don't be 




afraid to sport the message. 

High-waisted pants, skirts, and shorts 
are being paired up with fedora hats 
and strappy sandals. Such Celebs 
like Lindsey Lohan and Jessica Alba 
have been spotted showing off this re- 
invented look. Trench coats that are 
form fitting with built in frilly skirts, 
in. One piece swim suits with cut 
out fronts, sides, or backs will be seen 
hitting the beaches this summer! 

If you haven't heard of the term 
Color-Blocking you better familiarize 
yourself with it soon! Start with 
pairing up a royal purple skirt with 
a light blue top, creating big splices 
and chunks of color to create the 
Retro look. Look for big prints, flower 
patterns on everything! From tops 
to purses, even shoes! Designers 
such as Betsey Johnson, Marc Jacobs, 
Dolce and Gabana, and Guess are 
already showing these looks off in their 
new fashion lines. Big Vivid colors, 
yellows, oranges, pinks, and even lime 
green are going to be sizzlin' hot this 
summer. 

Cute new summer dresses that remind 
you of hippies in the 70's spreading 
the message of free love, while sitting 
at the park on a warm afternoon. All 
of this considered, this spring and 
summer should be very inventive and 
vintage. Don't be shy, have fun, and 
learn to express yourself. Remember 
this spring. ..just go Bold! 



Summer Safety Tips 



SAFETY TIPS 



Always Be With A Buddy. (An Old, But 
Still Very Good Tip!) 

Ladies, If You Are One Of The 
Thousands Of Women Who Put Their 
Purse In The Trunk Of Your Car, Don't 
Be Obvious About It. Do It Before Yoi 
Leave, Or Just Leave It At Home! 

Lock Your Car As Soon As You Get In 
It! If You Handle Your Keys Or Bags 
This Is A Prime Time For An Attacker Ti 
Pounce! 

If You Are Worried About A Friend 
Getting Home, Have Them Call Or 
Text You When They Arrive. This Way, 
Everyone Is Safe And Calm. 

Be Smart! Don't Be ObviouS When Yoi 
Do Things. If You Want Attention... You 
Got It. An Attacker Or Thief Just Put A 
Big Bulls Eye On You! 




CheyAnnVolkman 



Summer is almost here, and most of us 
can't wait to get out and do something! Here 
at the Talon, we care about your safety and 
want to see you back next year. We have 
compiled some of the safety tips from people 
around campus and brought them all to you. 
Here are the top 5 tips to staying safe this 
summer: 




Now Hiring Part-Time Clerks 

Apply at any QT or at quiktrip.com 

5725 Foxridge ■ Mission, KS 66202 ■ (913)362-3700 
(800)324-0935 



$8.25 per hour 



Top 20 on Fortune Magazine’s List 
of 100 Best Companies to Work For 

Fun Atmosphere ■ Never Work Alone ■ Flexible Schedule 
Must Be At Least 16 Years Old 












Audit Up to Seven Classes 
at Yale for Free! 




Two Great Choices in Overland Park!! 



Enjoy all the comforts of home at Drury Hotels of 
Overland Park. Both hotels provide great extras like: 



• FREE HOT!QUf/< 577 IRr Brcsktsst Expanded GjntinenbI BreikfaaLdt Pear Inn 

• FREE Evening Beverages b Snacks (iw 7om) 

• FREE Local Calls. Voice Mail 

• FREE Covered Parking 

• Coffee Makers, Irons. Hair Dryers in all rooms 

• Dick Clark's American Bandstand Grill right next door 




Just minutes away 
from Avila University! 



Drury 

lMru& Suites 




Pear Tree 
Inns™, 



Drury Inn & Suites 

10963 Mchsail AVe. * Overland Pali, KS 



Pear Tree Inn by Drury 

10951 MeLctilfAvv, * Oyer I and fturL KS 



915J4H50Q 913451-0200 



Ask for the Special Avila University Rate 
druryhotels.com • 1*800 DRURY1NN 



Monica Lang 



Astronomy, Psychology, English, 
Philosophy, Physics, Political 
science, and Religious Studies 
are all potential courses that any 
individual with access to the 
internet can audit from YALE. Yes, 
according to the Yale open courses 
website, any individual who 
might have the desire to further 
his or her interest in "critical 
thinking, creative imagination, or 
intellectual exploration" can have 
access to this website. The only 
thing missing from this website is 
a payment price, right? WRONG, 
this is a FREE resource! Auditing 
seven different courses at Yale is 
just a click of a mouse away at 
http://open.yale.edu/courses/ ! 

This is a great opportunity for 
any individual who wants to be a 
life-long learner. Maybe, the only 
thing holding his or her interest 
back is a preview into a course 
that he or she might want to take 
next semester. Any individual 
can use this opportunity to get 
a little taste of different courses. 
Entertaining, illuminating teachers 
who are offering their explanations 
of subjects for free! This may 
sound like a shock. Where is 
the benefit for these programs? 
Well, there is an entire website 
dedicated to FREE educational 
learning ONLINE. 



Open Educational Resources 
ommons is the "first 
comprehensive open learning 
network where teachers and 
professors (from pre-K to 
graduate school)" are dedicated 
to bringing knowledge and 
help into the homes of anybody 
with internet. From secondary 
to post-secondary educational 
courses, this website exists for 
those not only looking to further 
explain a subject, but for any 
individual who wants to use and 
re-use this resource! Not saying 
that Avila doesn't have amazing 
teachers — we do! However, 
at times, it takes listening to 
another's perspective in order for 
his or her true interest to surface. 
Life is all about learning and 
challenging knowledge. So, why 
not challenge against some others 
all over the globe? Everything 
from American Government 
to Notre Dame's Faith and the 
African American Experience is 
available at www.oercommons. 
org. This is a great opportunity, if 
not for a student at Avila, for any 
person looking to further his or 
her knowledge! Spread the word, 
spread the knowledge! Going 
green isn't always about recycling 
paper; it can be about recycling 
knowledge, as well. 




Avila’s Podcast! 

Hosted by Michael B. Rollen 




thetaIon-onlfne.com/podcasts/quadchannel 
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NATIONAL 




National World War I 
Museum 

At the National World War I 
Museum, World War I history 
comes alive. Their exhibits contain 
objects and documents ranging 
from weaponry and uniforms 
used during the war, to letters and 
postcards from the field. Each piece 
contributes to a story. You can also 
get a great view of KC from the top 
of the 21 7-foot Tower built in 1 926. 




Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum 

Founded in 1990, the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum (NLBM) 
is a privately funded, non-profit 
organization dedicated to preserving 
the rich history of African-American 
Baseball. Experience a tour of multi- 
media displays, museum stores, and 
hundreds of photograph artifacts 
dating from the late 1 800s through the 
1960s. 



Everyone takes advantage of 
the summer to relax his or her 
brain. Although we won't be 
bombarded with knowledge 
from our teachers this summer, 
you can still feed your brain 
in a fun and educational way. 
Here are a few museums that 
you should visit in the Kansas 
City area. For more information 
on Kansas City museums, go to 
www. vistitkc.com. 




Hours: Tuesday- Sunday from 1 0 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (4:1 5 p.m. for the 
Tower) General 

Admission: Museum $8/ Tower 
$4/ Combo: $10 (Free parking) 



American Jazz Museum 

The sights and sounds of a uniquely 
American art form come alive at 
the American Jazz Museum in the 
18th &Vine Jazz District. It 
ctive exhibits and films, 
I programs, the Changing 
the Blue Room jazz club 
Gem Theater, a 500-seat 
ing arts center. 



Admission to the American Jazz 
Museum or the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum 
Single: $6.00 Adults 

Combination: $8.00 Adults 



Arabia Steamboat 
During your visit you will hear 
the legendary tale of the loss and 
discovery of the Steamboat Arabia and 
it's 200 tons of cargo. 



Nelson-Atkins 
Museum 
of Art 



The Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art 

At The Nelson-Atkins Museum of 
Art there is always something new 
to discover. Their growing collection 
has fascinated, illuminated and 
exhilarated people since 1933. 

Come spend time with your favorites, 
see what's new on view, or check out 
a special exhibition. 

Admission: FREE for all 

visitors. (There may be a charge for 

special exhibitions.) 

Hours: Tues, Wed, Sun, 10 
a.m. — 5 p.m./Thurs, Fri, Sat, 10 
a.m. — 9 p.m. 



kemperMUSEUM 

of contemporary |^3 



Kemper Museum 



Hours: Monday-Saturdayl 0 AM- 
4:00 PM with tours every thirty 
minutes. 

Sunday 12 PM- 3:30 PM with tours 
every thirty minutes 



The Kemper Museum boasts a 
growing permanent collection of 
modern and contemporary art and 
presents 10-12 special exhibitions 
each year. 



Admission: Adults: $12.50 

So, take a chance, pick out your 
museum, and catch a glimpse of 
history! 



Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Admission: Free of charge and 
open to the general public 



Feed Your Brain 
This Summer 




KayleWalker 
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Fun in the Sun! 

Li ndsey Wh ite 

Students share their 
most exciting summer 

vacation 



Nick Ward-Bopp 

"I traveled to Cesky Krumlov, Czech 
Republic for 2 months. My two 
buddies and I stayed in a boathouse 
on the water that was converted 
into a hostel. We ended up putting 
together an 'International Flippie- 
Cup tournament' with people from 
Germany, Mexico, Finland, Australia, 
England, Sweden and Canada. It was 
the best vacation ever!" 





Sam Cornell 

"My favorite vacation memory was 
going to Cozumel with my best 
friend Adam. We traveled there on 
a cruise and played volleyball on 
the beach by the ocean. It was a 
very surreal moment." 




BHIgl! 





Reed Benson 

"In 2001, I traveled to Menden, Germany 
with a foreign exchange program for 
a week. The fondest memory I have of 
the trip is being able to see the movie 
'Mummy Returns' in German; it almost 
made the movie better." 



Diane Dornhoffer 

"In 2006, I went to Paris 
with my high school French 
class. We were there for 1 0 
days. My favorite activity 
was being able to see the 
beautiful Eiffel Tower." 



jacqui Drummond 

"On my 15 th birthday, I went to 
Costa Rica with my high school 
Spanish class. It was a very 
inspirational trip because we were 
able to go to a school to teach 
poor children English and color 
with them." 




Justin Lott 

"My favorite memory is going to 
Hawaii for a week and a half with 
my family. It was awesome being 
able to go snorkeling and discover 
all the different types of fish in the 
ocean." 
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Most Anicipated 
Summer Flicks 




CharlotteeBishop 



Check out this 
summer’s hottest 
blockbusters 



May 22nd. 

Iron Man - It's about time 
somebody decided to give this 
unsung hero some glory. Robert 
Downey Jr. will star as the metal man 
himself, the genius who built and 
used the powerful armor that creates 
the Invincible Iron Man'. Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Samuel L. Jackson, Hilary 
Swank, and Terrence Howard also 
star, adding to the appeal of the flick. 
Downey plays an inventor who is 
kidnapped and forced to build an 
invincible weapon. Using his genius, 
he instead builds a suit of powerful 
armor and uses it to escape. Soon 
after, he dons the armor again to save 
the world. This film is rated PG-1 3 for 
violence and brief sexuality. It is due 
out on May 2nd. 

Hellboy 2: The Golden Army 

- Personally, I'm afraid to watch this 
movie. Not because of the monsters 

- because I enjoyed the first one. I'm 
afraid this one is going to be terrible, 
because it looks really good. The first 
one's trailer made it look bad, but 

it turned out to be awesome. But I 
digress. Ron Perlman returns as the 
"kitten-loving hero from Hell", along 
with Selma Blair and Doug Jones 
in their respective roles. A ruthless 
marauder awakens an ancient army 
of unstoppable creatures, determined 
to take over the world. Hellboy must 
use his Hell-given powers (and wise- 
cracking mouth) to stop them. This 
film is not yet rated, but contains 
violence, language, and sexuality. It 
is due out on July 1 1th. 

Wall-E - Have to throw a kid's 
movie in here. Full of people we've 
never heard of and a mute main 
character, Wall-E is nonetheless a 
highly anticipated summer movie. 
Why? Because it looks absolutely 
adorable. It's about a robot that 
spends every day doing what he 
was made to do... for people who 
abandoned him long ago. After 700 
years, he finally meets another robot, 
which runs away. Wall-E sets off 
after the other robot, setting a huge 
adventure into motion. This film is 
not yet rated, and doesn't seem to 
contain anything objectionable. It is 
due out on June 27th. 

So there you have it. Are you 
pumped yet? 



s 



Summer Concerts 


Sprint Center 


Verizon Wireless/ 
Sandstone 

Brooks & Dunn - June 
3Mix 93.3's Red, White, 
and Boom - June 1 0 


Alicia Keys - May 1 
Tim McGraw - June 1 7 
Starlight 


The Cure - May 1 9 


John Mayer - June 1 9 


Poison - July 9 


Warped Tour - July 2 


Uptown 


Def Leopard, Styx, and 
Foreigner - July 3 


Colbie Caillat - May 2 


3 1 1 & Snoop Dogg - July 


River Market 


1 0 also at the Beaumont 
earlier on June 29 with 


Buzz under the Stars 


Matisyahu 


featuring Death Cab - May 


Ozz Fest - July 30 


30 


Verizon Wireless 


Liberty Memorial 


Amphitheatre in St. 


Rockfest with Godsmack, 


Louis 


BuckCherry, and 
Drowning Pool - June 9 


Radiohead - May 14 





ummer is coming, and you know 
what that means. No school, fantastic 
vacations, and of course big summer 
movies. The theaters are going to 
be packed, because there are some 
major franchises continuing this 
summer. Beyond that, there are new 
high-octane thrillers coming that are 
bound to become huge moneymakers 
in the long run. Want to know what's 
coming out? Read on. 

Batman: The Dark Knight - In 
possibly the most anticipated movie 
of the summer, Christian Bale returns 
as everyone's favorite masked man, 
this time fighting the Joker (played 
by the late Heath Ledger). Maggie 
Gyllenhaal replaces Katie Holmes 
as the spunky Rachel Dawes, and 
Michael Caine returns to delight 
us in his role as Alfred. Batman 
wasn't expecting a break by any 
means, but he probably also wasn't 
expecting another madman to cause 
mayhem and murder in his town. 
Ledger's Joker is different from any 
attempted before - more evil than 
Jack Nicholson (Batman, 1989) and 
more maniacal than Cesar Romero 
(Batman: The TV Series, 1966). 

Ledger put his own flair into the 
character, bringing the Joker to life in 
the scariest way yet. Bale is returning 
the Dark Knight to his roots, putting 
the angst and darkness back into the 
comic book world's most tortured 
hero. Batman: The Dark Knight is 
not yet rated, but contains a LOT 
of violence, creepiness, and some 
sexuality (probably PG-1 3). It is due 
out on July 1 8th. 

Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull - 
No, I'm not kidding. If you haven't 
heard about this, you've probably 
been hiding under a rock. Harrison 
Ford returns as Indiana Jones, fedora 
hat, and open shirt in place and ready 
to go. Joining him are such names 
as Cate Blanchett, John Hurt, and 
Shia LeBeouf. The plot is so far hard 
to find, but we can safely assume 
that this movie will contain plenty 
of booms, bangs, and laughs. That 
is, if Ford's up to the stress without 
breaking a hip. I have faith in him - 
do you? This film is not yet rated, but 
will have violence. It is due out on 




As the academic year comes 
to a close, we remember that Avila 
University will — to an extent — remain 
open. Among the various construction 
projects on campus, several 
departments will be here to tie up 
loose ends of the 2007-2008 Academic 
Year, prepare for Fall 2008, and help 
students with their own preparations. 



The campus of Avila University will 
also be offering various summer 
courses while housing students in 
Thompson Hall at a rate of $1 0.00 per 
night. 

The students are expected to witness 
a much smaller community, which 
will not include the normal student 
organization activities. Although the 
Upward Bound Program is set to take 




place for a month-long part of the 
summer break, students in the program 
have not had much interaction with 
non-program-affiliated Avila students in 
the past. To consume some of the time 
between classes, some departments 
may either have job openings or will 
be accepting students who worked 
last summer and during the academic 
year. Other periods of time may even 
be used for preparing for next year. "I 
expect to have a lot of quietness and 
free time," says Bernadette Weeks, 

Third Year Student. "I hope to get a lot 
of work done, get my floor projects 
done; likewise, I hope my friends 
would come over for movie nights. I 
will miss my fun and crazy roommates 
over the summer, so I hope to see them 
as well." So although the community 
will be reduced for the summer, 
remember that Avila University will 
remain open and active. 



Active Summer 
at Avila 

BenKopp 
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It's that time of year again when 
everyone is looking for a summer 
job, or looking for a job for after 
graduation. Gina Frigault, Director of 




Career Development at Avila, said that 
the number one question she is asked 
is "How can I get a job?" Most of us 
are asking that question this time of 
year. The first thing that you need to 
remember is that your resume should 
be up to date and not too long. Gina 
say's, "For new graduates without 



significant relevant experience, one 
page is enough. Target your resume 
to the position(s) for which you are 
applying and you will make it easier 
for the employer to see whether or not 
you meet their qualifications." If 
your resume is more then 
one page, there might 
be stuff that you 
can remove. Also 
remember that 
each job you 
are applying 
for is going 
to have 
different job 
descriptions, 
so you need 
to have a 
different 
objective, or at 
least have a very 
broad objective. 
Interviewing skills 
are another thing that 
students always have 
questions about. The one 
thing that Gina says to all her students 
that come in wanting interview help 
is "interviewees should not fidget 
and distract the interviewer." One 
thing that the interviewers look for is 
how comfortable you are in front of 
them, as well as others. They want 
to see who you are and how you 



can benefit their company, not how 
they can benefit you. Interviewing 
means selling 'you'. Remember to be 
confident and have positive answers. 
Even if the question is what do you 
think is your biggest weakness, throw 
a positive spin on your answer. 

Internships and a job for you in the 
real world are reachable if you know 
what you're doing. There are so many 
online sources that can help you 
create the best resume possible as well 
as give you great interviewing skills. 
But if you work better with a person 
teaching you these skills, Avila has a 
great staff for that. Gina Frigault is one 
here at Avila that can do just that. If 
you would like any more information 
on what Gina and her team does, 
just go to avila.edu/careers, or go to 
the career center in Blasco Hall on 
campus. 

Finding the right job all depends on 
you. Avila has given you the tools. Go 
out with confidence and grab the goal 
that is in front of you. It's all up to you 
now! 



Entering 
into the 
Big World 

LaneGoodin 
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If your family is planning on coming 
into town for graduation, and you're not 
sure where to take them, then may this 
be your guide. For the past few years, 
Kansas City has been steadily growing 
into a very unique City of its own, while 
still holding onto its remarkable past and 
talents throughout its development. 

The new Power and Light District 
Downtown is a great new hotspot. There 
are countless new restaurants, bars, 
outdoor and indoor concert venues, and 
a bowling alley. Take advantage of being 
in a prime location by strolling through 
the streets. As the weather gets nicer, 



Summer is breaking into your 
schedule! Its plan is to bust you out of 
the academic chains currently fixated to 
your time like a hungry leech. For many 
students this is a time to relax and try to 
forget about the stress that consumed 
the eight month time period prior to 
this new found freedom. Other students 
might attend summer classes, and for 
that I applaud you. While on this break 
let me recommend that you enjoy it but 
you don't waste it. I know how easy it is 
to say, "It's summer! Party time." Before 
you get carried away chillaxin*, let me 
remind you that a large percentage of 
college students find internships for 
summer. It's crazy, I know, got to love 
overachievers. Truthfully an internship 
is probably the smartest thing you 
could do. I hate to admit it but more 
important than what you know is who 
knows you know it. Getting your hands 
dirty in some real world experience will 
allow you to prove yourself to someone 
already established in your field of 
interest. In fact, over fifty percent of 
people who intern through college have 



this new district gets busier and livelier. 
Head out west to the Legends super 
shopping area, baseball field, race 
track, or one of their many restaurants 
including Jimmy Buffet's Cheeseburger 
in Paradise or the very imaginative 
T-Rex. Visit the Great Wolf Lodge and 
enjoy an indoor water park with your 
stay. 

Enjoy a well -known Kansas City 
Tradition by sampling some of the 
greatest barbeque. Head Downtown 
for Jack Stack's, Gate's, Arthur Bryant's, 
or Famous Dave's. There is also a KC 
Masterpiece close to Avila. Make sure 
your family doesn't go home without 



jobs waiting for them upon graduation. 

Even more important than what you 
know and who knows you know it is 
what you like. Have you ever been super 
interested in something only to realize 
once you participate in it, that you hate 
it. Happens a lot to people after landing 
their first job out of college. I have many 
interests but my real passion is napping, 
in a hammock, on a tropical beach. I 
would be so perfect for that job! Why? 
because I've done that job, I'm good at 
it, and I like it! Choosing a field of study 
without testing your ability in that field 
could really hurt you in the long run. 

So be smart and test that ability through 
an internship this summer. If you don't 
know how to find one, you are about to 
learn. 

First communicate to the dean of your 
department that you are in the market 
for one. They should be able to steer you 
in the right direction and if not that's 
okay, the important thing is that you 
planted the seed. Second, Use the sweet 
web resource 'google'. You would not 
believe how many results you will find 
this way. Search with the city you want 



trying Burnt Ends, Baby Back Ribs, or 
Hickory Pit Beans. 

Also Downtown, at the beautiful Union 
Station, is the Bodies Revealed Exhibit. It 
features actual human bodies on display, 
allowing people of all ages to access 
sights and knowledge that have never 
been shown before. Adult admission is 
$24 while children under twelve cost 
$19. 

There is a lot to do to keep family and 
friends entertained. They might even 
want to lengthen their stay to catch all 
the fun! For more info on what to do 
you can visit www.visitkc.com . 



to intern in and the field of study you 
are pursuing, (ie: kansas city, marketing 
internships). The third and my personal 
favorite way is to create your own 
internship. You would be surprised how 
easy this is. Just scout out businesses 
that do what you want to do and talk 
to them. Many companies that actively 
seek interns, do so because they have 
work that needs to be done but no 
budget to pay anybody to do it. You will 
get some experience but it is likely that 
it will not lead to a job because they 
will continue to rotate interns for that 
position. When you land a "self made" 
internship you can create a need for 
yourself. Get in there and prove that you 
are an asset. Show them that you have 
what it takes to increase and improve 
productivity. When they realize they 
are better with you than without you, 
they will try to keep you. Bottom line, 
internships will get you ahead, and if 
you want you can find one, so do it. 

*chi I laxin- Word that combines "chi 1 1 i n" 
and "relaxing". That,s right, the ultimate 
verb of comfort. 



Places to Visit 
While in K.C. 

MichelleMichalski 
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Here are some tips about things to achieve before you 
graduate, in the few days before, and during the time 
after graduating from college. 

Before the big graduation day approaches: meet with 
your advisor and the registrar's office to make sure you 
have met all the necessary requirements, and pay all 
your outstanding fees. 

For graduation day itself: don't drink too much the 
night before; the ceremony is long and boring enough 
without being hung-over. Make sure you sit with your 
friends during the ceremony, have your cell phone with 
you, and thank your parents. 

Here are some things to consider during your four (or 
eight) years of undergrad education 

1. Study abroad. 

2. Buy one crazy outfit to give you a self- 
esteem boost when you need it. 

3. Take a road trip. 

4. Keep a copy of one of your college essays 
to show your kids someday. 

5. Mail your parents a hand-made card that 
you actually made. 

6. Write a heartfelt letter to your favorite 
professor. 

7. Send your high school buddies a postcard. 

8. Call or visit one of your high school 
teachers to thank them for whatever it is 
they did that impacted your life. 

9. Become involved in your college town. 
Complete a project that will benefit the 
community. 

10. Show a newcomer around town to the 
places you and your friends actually like to 

go- 



During the 30 days after graduation: polish your 
resume, make job hunting your career, figure out your 
goals, and get your finances together. 

Overall tips: make sure to revamp your online social 
profiles because you don't want anything on there that 
you wouldn't want a potential employer to see; don't 
be afraid to make a mistake when trying to find a job or 
career path; and don't be afraid to follow your dreams 
before you enter the workforce because you have the 
rest of your life to work. 

For a recent grad's reference guide about 
everything from job hunting to decorating to budgeting, 
check out "Graduate! Everything You Need to Succeed 
After College." 



Graduation Tips 
Advice for 
Undergrade 
Students 

DaniAsher 




As finals approach, many of us are realizing 
that studying in your room with your music on, 
and your roommate chattering isn't the greatest 
place to expand your mind. So we have 
decided to point out some areas that are great 
for lounging and preparing for finals. 

One of the most comfortable places to study 
is the lounge in Goppert Theatre. They have 
several couches, chairs, and tables that make it 
a relaxing and easy place to study. 

Two other areas that have some comfy couches 
are Marian and Whitfield. They both have 
couches and chairs for you to sprawl out on. 
Marian even has aT. V. in case you need a 
quick break from all the hard work... or you 
just can't miss your favorite show! 

And don't forget about the library and your 
dorm lounges. The library can offer you some 
great resources if you ever get stuck. Your 
dorm lounge can also do the same! Just like 
the saying, "Two minds are better than one." 
Your friends can also be a big help when you 
are studying for a big final. 

And finally, the Learning Center can be a 
resourceful place to study. They have tables 
and chairs for you to work at, and some great 
resource materials. It's a big help to be studying 



for math and have the solutions book right 
there to help you work out the problems. The 
Learning Center also has a couple of computers 
for you to work on. Whether you are writing 
your final paper or doing research for a final 
project, the Learning Center offers some much 
needed help! 

So as you are sitting in your room, tapping your 
pencil in a book and unable to concentrate, 
think of the different places there are around 
campus to study. You never know, maybe a 
change of scenery 
is all you need to 
ace an exam. Good 
luck! 



I Just Need 
Some Space 
to Study! 



CheyAnnVolkman 
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“Get a Grip” 
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